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We offer both a rela
a sports bar, something for families,

couples, students and seniors. On the
menu you'll see many of Roman Italian
specialities, from the classic bruschetta
made with melted fontina cheese and
sautéed mushroomsjto mista and
arugula salads, an array of wood-fired

ar
| i “ h—- pizzas and paninis, and no shortage of
| e Primis and seconds. The restaurant has
‘ - FindlUs On 'T :ﬁf‘[“ full bar and a generouse wine list.
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Trust, Diligence, Dedication

Moraga Town Council votes to join MCE

By Sophie Braccini

Summer Jobs Available
Recreation Leaders
Apply Today!

158 MoracA PARKS & RECREATION
Z

925-888-7045 « www.moragarec.com

not considered by the members.
City staff will come back
to council with an ordinance in
May and Moraga should apply to
join MCE in June. The following
months will be dedicated to out-
reach from MCE to inform the resi-
dents of their options. The green
electricity should start to flow mid-
2018. Residents will continue to

Choice Is Power
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0% ' receive and pay their bills through
Renewable PG&E.
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In 2018 all of Moraga residents
can choose to get up to 100 per-
cent of their electricity from renew-
able sources.

The town council decided on
April 26 to pursue an application to
join MCE — Marin Clean Energy
— that is already providing alterna-
tively sourced electricity to Marin
County and several Contra Costa
cities such as Lafayette, Benicia, El
Cerrito, Richmond, San Pablo and
Walnut Creek. PG&E will continue
to deliver and bill the electricity
as it does now, and residents who
desire can retain PG&E as their
sole provider, but to do so they will
have to opt out of MCE.

MCE is what is called a Com-
munity Choice Aggregation. It is a
nonprofit made of cities and coun-
ties that get together to buy and/or
generate electricity for residents and
businesses within their areas. MCE
started in Marin County in 2010.
Residents have the choice between
two plans: A light green plan where
50 percent of the electricity origi-
nates from renewable energy sourc-
es - solar, wind, geothermal, etc.,
and a deep green plan that is 100
percent from renewable sources.

Lafayette joined MCE a year
ago, but at the same time the town
of Moraga declined to join because
the county was reviewing several
CCA options, including the cre-
ation of a Contra Costa CCA. The
Board of Supervisors indicated re-
cently that they would not pursue
an independent option but would
rather recommend the county join
either MCE or the Alameda CCA
called EBCE, still in the planning
phase. It was time for Moraga to
review its decision.

Since last year the council
members in Moraga have had the
opportunity to contemplate what
has been done in Lafayette. May-
or Teresa Onoda said that she had
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talked to Lafayette Vice Mayor
Don Tatzin, who had not been a
supporter of his city joining MCE.
Onoda stated that now Tatzin only
had good things to say about MCE.

The council members asked
many questions of Dawn Weisz,
CEO of MCE who attended the
meeting. The first pertained to
charges. Weisz produced sample
data for residential costs. She
showed that a PG&E client paying
$98.03 monthly would pay $97.76
on a light green program and
$102.21 for 100 percent renewable
program.

Council member Kymberleigh
Korpus said she was supporting the
idea, but added that she was con-
cerned that in the agreement signed
by members a possibility is listed
that MCE would have the right
to use eminent domain to acquire
electricity-generating facilities. The
town attorney did not share Korpus’
concern and Weisz said that MCE
procures electricity but is not in the
business of generating it.

Several residents spoke in fa-
vor of joining MCE, including
Jonathan Kinney, who represented
the local activist group Indivisible
Moraga, stating that the members,
mostly progressives, were all in fa-
vor of giving people a choice. Larry
Beans, who installed solar panel on
his roof years ago, also supported
MCE, explaining that MCE would
pay twice of what PG&E pays for
the extra electricity generated by
his panels.

Weisz said that there were prob-
ably not a lot of places in Moraga
itself to generate much electricity,
but she noted that schools that have
solar panels could make money
with it, especially in summer when
their needs are low.

EBCE also made a presenta-
tion to the council, but the project
is still far from operability and was

Is this too young
to go to Cal?

Actually, it’s just the right age to get an eye exam at the University of

California Eye Center. And again at three years. And regularly after

that. (We developed ways to test kids’ eyes while they play!) We're

part of the UC School of Optometry, and offer you LASIK surgery,

contact lenses, and an Eyewear Center with a vast collection of

designer frames, too. We take most insurance plans, and major

credit cards. It’s time for your whole family to go Cal!
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319 Pheasant Run Drive, Blackhawk
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5 BR, 2 offices, bonus room and 7 baths. Design-
er lighting, 9-zone audio system, media room,
2nd dining area, pebble pool & greenhouse and
more. Offered at $2,750,000 by Larry Jacobs,

925.788.9362, and Kress Hauri, 925.899.5739
CalBRE#01465617/#01495118

30 Arlene Lane, Walnut Creek

e
Open for the first time Saturday, April 8th and
Sunday April 9th from 1-4pm. Beautiful four-bed-
room family home in the Parkmead area! Lovely
yard on half an acre with pool, raised vegetable
garden and play area. For more information,

contact Dana Fillinger at 925.588.6409
CalBRE#01731662

944 Dewing Ave. Unit C, Lafayette

This could be your home!
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This contemporary 2-story townhouse is in a peaceful,
serene setting in downtown Lafayette. It has 2 bdr. and
2-1/2 bath, with updated hardwood flooring, counters
and fixtures. 2 sliding doors lead to a large, lush yard
and allow lots of light into the home. Sold over asking
with multiple offers by Rose Brudigam, 925.746.7650
CalBRE#00571094

We have buyers looking for properties, but
with the current lack of inventory, they don’t
have many choices. If you are considering
selling soon, give us a call to find out what
your home is worth and what improvements
would be practical in today’s market!
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Our Orinda office is uniquely positioned as a gateway for sellers and buyers around the Bay Area;
a central hub for our 30 Better Homes and Gardens offices.
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